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Christmas Greetings from 
Pastor Bob 
 
 May it be a blessed and 
peaceful Christmas for you 
and yours!  We are all most 
ready for the gifts that come 
with the presence of Jesus… 
“Peace on earth and mercy 
mild!”  As I write these 
words, there is much room 
for those gifts, due to a dying 
presence of those qualities 
among too many.  Basic 
common consideration for 
others seems not to be widely 
practiced in the public 
domain.  Wealth and power 
in the hands of a few spells 
trouble when such 
concentration breeds a tunnel 
vision focused primarily on 
continued accumulation.  

Our rural areas are showing 
the consequences.  Services 
of church, school, clinics, 
hospitals, businesses, and 
more are fading fast.  We are 
a country of many resources.  
Somehow, we are not being 
very resourceful in making 
sure that the resources deliver 
more equally.  Abraham 
Lincoln is credited with the 
line:  “God must love the 
common people, He made so 
many of them.”   
 This Christmas, may 
we again confirm our love for 
God, and our partnership 
with Him for all the people.  
We are privileged to be part 
of a great society.  In that we 
are called to a Christian 
“social awareness.”  God 

help us to live and choose 
wisely. 
 
 Thank you for your 
kind and gracious responses 
to my pastoral efforts over 
these past months.  I pray 
blessings on your continuing 
efforts to secure an ongoing 
pastoral presence! 

Pastor Bob 
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Worship 

Offerings & 

Attendance 

 

October 26 $665 66 

November  2 $2,063 91  

November 9 $2,725 48  

November 16 $1,092 84 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

General Fund 
2025 Financial Responsibilities 

$262,904 
 

Checking Register 
for the General Fund 

 

10/1/24 balance: $13,537 

October income: $18,113 

October expenses: $13,389 

10/31/24 balance: $18,261 

FINANCIAL 
UPDATE 

 Prayers for recovered health for…  
 Ron Anderson, Dave Hastings, Jim Hanson, Brian Kleven, Lee Haugen, Bruce 
Loose, Cindy Lee and all those who are in need of healing. 

 Prayers of thanksgiving for… all God’s  blessings. 

Prayers of support for…  

 All those who have lost loved ones 

 The poor, lonely, abused, or struggling with addiction 

 Our church leaders, including Bishop Dee Pederson of the SW MN Synod and ELCA Presiding Bishop 
Elizabeth Eaton 

 Our military servicepersons and world leaders 

 People working as missionaries: Dr. Stephen J. and Dr. Jodi Lynn Swanson (our ELCA missionaries serving 
in Tanzania); Our partnership ministries: Kwa Nodwengu Circuit of the ELCSA in South Africa 

 Anele Alwande Ngema and Noluvo Nozibusiso Sithole, students in South Africa, as they attend school 

Undesignated 
 

In memory of 

David Olson 

Online Giving … 
 

Visit our website at 
 

milanslutheranchurch.com 

 
If you have an  

emergency prayer request,  
or would like to join the 

prayer chain, please contact  
Judi Bohm (320-226-7354)   

and she will pass the 
information on to the  

prayer chain. 

STEWARDSHIP 
Contributions, Gifts, Memorials & Worship 

PRAYERS 
We offer up prayers for . . . 

This section removed for member privacy. 
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Thank you for your financial 

support of the church. Contributions 
may be dropped off or mailed to the 
church office if you are unable to 
make it to worship. You can also 
contribute online on our website. 

The 2025 approved budget is 
$262,704. As of November 20th, we 
have received $121,783. The amount 
needed to meet our budget is 
$140,921. 

Please have all 2025 contributions 
in to the church office by noon 
Monday, December 30. Please do not 
take contributions to Prairie Sun Bank 
as they will not be recorded. If giving 
online, please do so by Tuesday, 
December 24th to be processed for the 
2025 year.  

We will NOT be extending the 
deadline for 2025 contributions into 

Office Staff 
Pastor Bob Dahl 
rldahl1@charter.net 
 
Worship Leader 

Chelsea Briones 
 

Parish Assistant: Cheryl Erp 
office@milanslutheranchurch.com 

 
Building Staff 
Custodian: David Thompson 

Organist: Judi Bohm 

 

Volunteer Leadership 

Sunday School Choir Dir: 
Jessica Trager 

Sunday School Supt.: 
Talia Schuerman  

Contributions Secretaries: 
Heidi Hanson 
Luther Opjorden 
 

Church Officers 
President: Judi Bohm 

V. Pres: Rob Schwendemann 

Secretary: Jessica Trager 

Treasurer: Andy Streed 
 

 

 

Board of Deacons 
Cindy Kanten, Cheryl Erp, 
Heidi Spray, Jon Hanson, 
Andrea Westra 

Board of Trustees 
Cory Heinrich, Ray Trager, 
Ryan Erp, Brandon 
Ascheman, Bryan Schuerman 

Board of Education  
Emily Heinrich, Tiffany Moen, 
Michelle Ascheman, Shea 
Joyce, Savannah Moen 

Helping Hands Board 
President: Nancy Schneck  
Vice President: Sue Vetter 
Secretary: Cathy Olson 
Treasurer: Theresa Erickson 
Char Johnson, Sue Streed, 
Karla Schwendemann, Patee 
Spray, Naomi Streed 

2025 Kviteseid Staff & Officers 

LOCAL NEWS 
Pastor, Staff & Officers 

Financial Update 
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Sunday School  
Christmas Program 

 

Sunday,  
December 21 

10:30 a.m.  

 
Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Worship  
with Holy Communion 

 

Wednesday,  
December 24 

4:30 p.m. 

 
NO SERVICE  

Christmas Day  
Worship 

  
 

 

WORSHIP NEWS 
December Schedules 

Group 4 

Captain - Jon Kanten 

793-6647 
 

Gary Heimdahl 

Val Johnson 

Christian Kanten 

Jason Norby 

Alex Olson 

 

Acolytes 

 7 - Lucas Schuerman 

 14 - London Strand 

 21 - Sunday School  

  Christmas Program 

  Isaac Link 

 24 - Christmas Eve 

  Iver Heinrich 

  Creed Joyce 

 28 - Lucas Schuerman 
 

 

Lectors 

 7 - Heidi Hanson 

 14 - Char Strand 

 21 - Sunday School  

  Christmas Program 

  Gavin Ascheman 

 24 - Christmas Eve 

  Teresa Olson 

 28 - Sherry Norby 
 

 

Deacon Communion Setup 

 7 - Cindy Kanten 

 14 - Andrea Westra 

 24 - Christmas Eve 

  All 

 

 

 

  

Media Operators 

 7 - Mason Erp 

 14 - Iver Heinrich 

 21 - Sunday School  

  Christmas Program 

  Theresa Erickson 

 24 - Christmas Eve 

  London Strand 

 28 - Ty Norby 
 

Video Recorders 

 7 - Jon Hanson 

 14 - Theresa Erickson 

 21 - Sunday School  

  Christmas Program 

  Heidi Spray 

 24 - Christmas Eve 

  Jon Hnson 

 28 - Heidi Spray 
 

 

Schedules are also 

available online at 

milanslutheranchurch.com 

 

Reminder:  It is your  

responsibility to find a   

replacement if you are  

unable to be there the day  

you are scheduled. 
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Thank you to Service Groups 1 and 
2, chairpersons Ryan/Cheryl Erp, 
Greg/Sherry Norby, Matt/Jenna 
Norby, Jim/Paulette Anderson, Judi 
Bohm, Barb Dale, Lorrie Spray, for 
serving lunch for the family and 
friends of Jane Link following her 
funeral service. It is much 
appreciated by the family. 

Thank you to Service Group 2, 
chairpersons Jim/Paulette 
Anderson, Judi Bohm, Barb Dale, 
Lorrie Spray, for serving the Fall 
Festival potluck dinner following 
All Saints and New Member church 
service. 

The Helping Hands Board met the 
evening of November 12 in the 
church library. All nine were in 
attendance. Monies were dispersed 
as follows: Maria Sandvik, $150; 
Rice Hospice, $200; Lutheran 
Social Services, $100; Strengthen 
the Family, $200; Heartland Girls 
Ranch, $250; Swift, Chippewa and 
Lac qui Parle County Food Shelves, 
each $300; Global Health 
Ministries, $300; Layettes, $200; 
FLY Backpacks, $400; Safe 
Avenues, $100. These gifts total 
$2800. Thank you for your support 
in our ministry. 

Thank you to Nancy Streed and a 
memorial gift from the Dorothy 
Johnson family, for funds to 
have  quilts professionally stitched. 
One will be donated for auction to 
the Green Lake Bible Camp and the 
other will be given in a raffle by the 
Helping Hands along with a turned 
walnut bowl by James Anderson. 
That drawing will be held at the 

Syttende Mai Tea in May. The quilt 
tops were created and donated to 
the Kviteseid quilt group by Cincy 
Ziemann Madden, binding and 
finishing donated by Kim Molden. 
Thank you so much everyone! They 
are beautiful!! 

Thank you to Service Group 3, 
chairpersons, Brandon/Michelle 
Asheman, Jan/Lori Rheingans, 
Rob/Karla Schwendemann, for 
decorating and undecorarating for 
the fall season. Thanks to the senior 
high Sunday School kids for all 
their help! Your effort and talents 
are appreciated!  

Thank you to Service Group 1, 
chairpersons, Ryan/Cheryl Erp, 
Greg/Sherry Norby, Matt/Jenna 
Norby, for decorating the the 
Christmas Season! Your effort and 
talents are appreciated!  

Helping Hands Board members will 
be calling to get new Service Group 
chairpersons soon. Please 
prayerfully consider helping out by 
offering your time and talent in this 
responsibility. Thank you so much! 

Wishing all a prayerful Advent and 
Christmas season! Merry Christmas 
to all! 

 

 

Military boxes will be packed 
on Tuesday, December 9th at 9:00 
a.m. Plans are to send 12 boxes. 
Items that can be 
sent are Christmas 
candy, jerky, raisins, 
licorice, microwave 
popcorn and baked 
goods (4-6 in a 
baggie). Monetary donations are 
also appreciated. Please have items 
to church by noon on Monday, 
December 8th. 

 

 
The Link family extends heartfelt 

thanks for the kindness and care 

shown to them during the loss of 

their beloved Jane.   

 

 

 

Serving the next funeral will be Group 3. 
 

Service Group 3 chairpersons are: 
 

Brandon & Michelle Ascheman 226-0658 
Jan & Lori Rheingans 289-2669 
Rob & Karla Schwendemann 320-226-3700 

     Service  
         Groups 

Helping Hands 

LOCAL NEWS 
Helping Hands 

Military Boxes 

Thank You 
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Poinsettias to decorate the 
church for Christmas can be pur-
chased and given in memory or in 
honor of loved ones. After Christ-
mas, those of you who purchased a 
poinsettia may take one home with 
you to enjoy throughout the rest of 
the holiday season.  

If you would like to purchase 
one, contact the church office (734-
4455). All poinsettias will be red 
this year. The cost is $20.00 per 
poinsettia. Checks should be made 
out to Kviteseid Lutheran Church. 
A limited number of poinsettias 
have been ordered for your pur-
chase. 

. 
 

 

In November we received three 
new members:  

Katherine Kanten  

and  

Laura Kanten 

If you see them, introduce yourself 
and welcome them to Kviteseid. 

 
 

To Be  
Determined Later 

Annual Meeting 

 
 

 
January Newsletter 

deadline 
December 19th 

LOCAL NEWS 
December 

 1 - Randy Fragodt 

 3 - Elliot Dietz 

  Chanda Norby 

 5 - Sue Birhanzel 

  Jeff Higgins 

  Josh Moen 

 6 - Robert Enevoldsen 

 7 - Greg Erickson 

 8 - Paul Tostenson 

 9 - Tayler Kittelson 

 10 - Iver Heinrich 

  Bob Molden 

 13 - Derick Sweno 

 14 - Jim Anderson 

 17 - Kalie Molden 

 19 - Paul Belseth 

 22 - Simon Moen 

 24 - Journey Kanten 

 27 - Val Johnson 

  Phil Kleven 

 28 - Janet Kittelson 

 30 - Barb Dale 

   

 22 - Craig & Char Strand 

29 -  Paul & Patee Spray 

Looking Ahead 

This section removed 

for member privacy. 

Sunday School Choir 
—  October 12  — 
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Join us for coffee and fellow-
ship following worship Sunday 
mornings in the narthex at 10:00 
a.m. Please sign up to serve treats 
to enjoy along with the coffee. The 
sign-up sheet is on the table in the 
narthex. The ushers will make the 
coffee. 

Wednesday, December 10 

1:30 p.m. at church 

Meet in the Narthex 

Wednesday, December 17 

Deacons - 6:00 p.m. 

Trustees - 6:30 p.m. 

Church Council - 7:30 p.m. 

Looking for a devo-
tion for Advent? Here 
is a free one you can 
download from Luther 

Seminary: “Joy of Heaven, Here on 
Earth” for December 1 – 25.  A few 
printed copies will also be available 
at church.  

Download: https://drive.google. 
com/file/d/1IJMVdn54_YGhTzIN7A 
tzwgi9NWTDlexh/view 

Activities at Kviteseid  
in the Last Month 

All Saints recognition Nov. 2 

Veteran recognition during worship 
Nov. 9 

New members received Nov. 2 

Fifteen Military boxes packed Nov. 18  

Fall un-decorating Nov. 28 

Christmas decorating Nov. 29 

Helping Hands annual meeting Nov. 12 

Worship 

Online worship services 

Sunday School 

Confirmation Classes 

Bible Study 

All Saints’ Sunday was Novem-
ber 2. We lit candles and remem-
bered: Ken Kittelson, John Lea, 
Richard Hanson, Grace Steffenson, 
Robert Running, Deb Grant and 
Gary Sweno, who passed away in 
the last year. 

 
Christmas Program Practice begins 
December 7th at 9:15 a.m. 
Please let Jenna know if your child 
will be unable to attend practice or 
be present for the program on the 
21st.  
 
 
 

 
As we continue our ongoing efforts 
to care for and improve our church 
building, we kindly ask for your 
patience and understanding in the 
weeks ahead. We recently upgraded 
our sanctuary sound system, includ-
ing new speakers, and are still fine-
tuning the volume levels and con-
trols to ensure the best worship ex-
perience for everyone. 
 
During the winter months, we are 
also working to improve the build-
ing’s humidification to help protect 
both the structure and the comfort 
of our congregation. In addition, we 
will be replacing the small water 
heater that serves the downstairs 
bathrooms, as well as addressing 
exterior window repairs and seal-
ing. 
 
Thank you for your grace, patience, 
and continued support as we move 
through these important mainte-
nance projects. Your understanding 
helps us keep our church safe, wel-
coming, and well-cared-for for 
years to come. 
Church Trustees 

LOCAL NEWS 
Faith in Action 

Coffee Fellowship 

Church Board and 
Council Meetings 

Trustees Notes 

All Saints’ Sunday 

Advent Devotions Christmas Program 
Practice 
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Grace Abounds: Celebrating 
$1 Million in Grants Award-

ed to SW MN Synod Rostered 
Ministers for Education Loan 
Reduction, Retirement Readi-

ness, and Medical Expense 
Grants 

 
This fall the SW MN Synod 
reached a milestone.  Since 
2016, the synod has awarded 
over $1 million in grants through 
its Gifts of Grace program to its 
rostered ministers to help ease 
their financial burdens and plan 
for their future financial wellbe-
ing.  

Over $1 Million in grants: 238 
Education Loan Reduction 
Grants. 170 Retirement Readi-
ness Grants.  129 Medical Ex-
pense Grants.    

These numbers are more than 
just stunning figures.  They em-
body stories of grace: given, 
shared and received.  

By God’s Grace 
These numbers are a beautiful 
testament to the conclusion of 
the synod’s mission statement, 
“By God's grace, together we 
have what we need.”This level 
of support has been made possi-
ble by the generosity of many: 
individuals, congregations, syn-
od organizations, synod endow-
ment funds for pension equity 
and and rural ministry debt re-
duction, and Lilly Endowment 

Inc. These grants are one of the 
ways that members of the SW 
MN Synod have come together 
and lived out their baptismal 
identity as the body of Christ—
many parts but one body—by 
lightening the financial burdens 
that many of its rostered minis-
ters carry and, in turn, helping 
them to find greater freedom to 
live out their call.  Thank you!    

Gifts of Grace 
These grants have been gifts of 
grace to rostered ministers across 
the synod.    

As a synod and through these 
grants you have:   

• been there for rostered minis-
ters in times of great vulnerabil-
ity as they or their households 
faced the many uncertainties that 
come with medical crises.    

• helped rostered ministers 
chip away at what can feel like 
an overwhelming mountain of 
seminary debt when faced 
alone.  

• pushed rostered ministers 
across the finish line in paying 
off their student loans sooner 
than they could have done so on 
their own.  

• helped to close the gap in re-
tirement savings for those paid 
below guidelines.  

• provided encouragement to 
rostered ministers to take steps to 
invest in and improve their fi-
nancial outlook in retirement.  
These grants have made a real 
difference in the lives of rostered 
leaders in our synod in both 

measurable and immeasurable 
ways.  On behalf of those who 
have received these 
grants, thank you SW MN Syn-
od for these generous expres-
sions of support!    

Would you like to help sustain 
the Gifts of Grace program 

(and by extension the grants it 
offers) into the future? Click 
here to give online or send a 
check payable to the SW MN 

Synod with “Gifts of Grace” in 
the memo line to:  

SW MN Synod 
175 E Bridge St 

PO Box 499 
Redwood Falls, MN 56283   

LOCAL NEWS 
Southwest Minnesota Synod 

Synod News 

https://zbsuxxbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eRhszWMSPLh4mw7Sf3vxiJyQefteZj9iAZbV02zWt1gX_9-RklVMBZH5grxpX5pvzRUHZipukDPX66dIO5AAq9VzFCwCKsaqOWyPZ-46TPh0_jgUEtFnhBaeClPt1TVImGMNm19d_waUvq_Ur5Nd4g2_7_hvjPmPuzzxhjbO8N4Tpt43M7ars5lGbrSXeT_9&c=_bQzm25mV0vAf0EdFSxqsaR
https://zbsuxxbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eRhszWMSPLh4mw7Sf3vxiJyQefteZj9iAZbV02zWt1gX_9-RklVMBZH5grxpX5pvzRUHZipukDPX66dIO5AAq9VzFCwCKsaqOWyPZ-46TPh0_jgUEtFnhBaeClPt1TVImGMNm19d_waUvq_Ur5Nd4g2_7_hvjPmPuzzxhjbO8N4Tpt43M7ars5lGbrSXeT_9&c=_bQzm25mV0vAf0EdFSxqsaR
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  Sunday School at 9:15 a.m.   

  Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m.   

  Worship at 10:30 a.m.   

  Online Worship at 10:30 a.m.   
 

Church Office Phone: 320-734-4455      www.milanslutheranchurch.com 

 

 

Pastor Bob Dahl 

      Home phone: 320-262-5295  rldahl1@chater.net 

Worship Leader Chelsea Briones  

Parish Assistant - Cheryl Erp   

office@milanslutheranchurch.com 

KVITESEID LUTHERAN CHURCH 


